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Bridging Gaps with Culture:Yeonsu, a Companion City
Local Autonomous Cultural City Project of the
Yeonsu Foundation for Arts & Culture
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Yeonsu-gu, which consists mostly of reclaimed land and residential districts, has seen growth in different
sectors, including apartment complexes, islands and land, and development tools. Yeonsu-gu has undergone
many changes, beginning with turning the sea into land. As if to represent such a rich background, various
people gathered in this city, and generations born and raised here also emerged. As such, Yeonsu-gu
represents a city with a vibrant mix of young and migrant residents. These dynamic features have become
absolute charms of the city, but they also risk hardening the division and disparity between citizens. It is
necessary to create an urban environment that connects individuals so that the various members of the city
can respect each other’s differences without feeling isolated. Born through efforts to fill in the sea to create
land, Yeonsu-gu, a companion city, is now bridging the gaps in residents’ lives with culture.
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Why Do We Need a Cultural City?
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Recently, the paradigm related to the role of cities is
changing from economic development to the promotion of
the citizens’ cultural life. A cultural city is attracting attention
as a sustainable model for urban growth, reflecting a
settlement environment that respects the diverse cultures of
its members. According to the Regional Culture Promotion
Act, the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism defines
a cultural city as a city designated to promote regional
development with cultural creativity that effectively utilizes
local cultural resources. Yeonsu-gu has been promoting
the Cultural City Designation Project since 2018. This city
participated in the 3rd Cultural City Designation Project
and was selected as a preliminary cultural city. Yeonsu-
gu is building a cultural base utilizing the local traditions,
history, and geographical characteristics, creating a regional
autonomous cultural city where residents can freely
participate.
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Yeonsu-gu's Core Projects as a Preliminary
Cultural City for 2022

Citizens’ Council
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The C|t|zen5’ Council is a body where citizens participate
and lead cultural city policies and projects. The council
works as a basis for governance of the cultural city,
assessing Yeonsu-gu’'s urban characteristics from a cultural
perspective. Furthermore, through the council, residents
discuss various topics in person to encourage cultural city
projects that widen the cultural activity opportunities for
residents and create an environment for cultural settlement.
Currently, the Citizens’ Council is actively leading the
activities of the Cultural City Division in connection with the
residents’ participatory budgeting system of the city. On
April 4, the first meeting with the Cultural City Division went
through a deliberation process before deciding to publicize
the cultural activities desired by residents and to discover
new projects for 2023.
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Free Arts Zone Songdo
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The cultural potential of Songdo International City comes from
various forms of infrastructure, such as Incheon New Port, the
International Passenger Terminal, Incheon Global Campus,
Bio Cluster, Knowledge & Information Industrial Complex, and
International Business Complex. Free Arts Zone Songdo promotes
art projects that cover various local issues. These projects aim
to introduce new art throughout the year and share the benefits
of art with residents by integrating the results within the urban
environment. To this end, the city plans to create multi-faceted
support and an environment that enables domestic and foreign
artists to carry out new and diverse art projects in the region.

As a part of that, Songdo is proceeding with art projects that reflect
its ecological features as a city built on the sea. In cooperation with
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP), Songdo
will also conduct international cultural exchange projects from
2021 under the theme of the Songdo Tidal Flat, a Ramsar wetland
in Yeonsu-gu, and migratory waterbirds (for example, black-faced
spoonbills). This project, which has been recently promoted as a
non-face-to-face activity, is expected to gain momentum as it is
converted into a face-to—face event over the course of this year. In
addition, the city plans to carry out projects to imagine and express
Songdo’s future by combining artistic creation and cutting-edge
technology from resident companies in the region.
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Cultural Lighthouses in My Neighborhood is a project run
in partnership with owners of various small shops and
facilities in the city. These places, including bookstores,
cafes, restaurants, and flower shops, are friendlier and
more accessible to local residents, providing more flexibility
for small-scale activities. The Cultural Lighthouses in My
Neighborhood project takes hold of these advantages.
The owners participating in the project become lighthouse
keepers who help residents find cultural activities suitable to
their interests. More specifically, the owners plan and operate
cultural programs for residents with some financial and
learning-related support from Yeonsu-gu. The residents who
join these programs can engage in cultural activities with their
neighbors. The owners can also revitalize their businesses
and workspaces through regular meetings with residents.
Yeonsu-gu expanded the number of spaces designated as
cultural lighthouses from three in 2020 to six in 2021, with
plans to reach 10 this year. With the project’s increased scale,
meetings at cultural lighthouses are sure to become more
active in the future.
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Cultural Lighthouses
in My Neighborhood

Rediscovering Yeonsu
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+ Cultural Lighthouses
no Name Location Business Type
01 Sejong Bookstore Yeonsu-dong Bookstore
02 Quilt Cafe Colmar Dongchun-dong Cafe
03 Little Pudding Studio | Ongnyeon-dong Academy
04 Craft Cafe Soho63 Ongnyeon-dong Cafe
Saengwabang: _ Shared
05 Experience Food Culture Ongnyeon-dong kitchen, Cafe
06 Total Art Ongnyeon-dong | Total workshop
Select
07 Garden of Hera Songdo-dong kitchenware
store
08 Kkot Land Songdo-dong Flower shop
09 The Cafe Cookie Songdo-dong Cafe
Art Leather Craft
10 Workshop Seonhak-dong | Craft workshop
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Companion Town
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The Companion Town project enables residents to produce,
exchange, and enjoy culture within a nearby living area by creating
a cultural ecosystem suitable for each neighborhood. This project
first diagnoses various problems in the community and identifies
residents who wish to engage in cultural activities through the
Living Lab. In addition, this project operates a cultural planning
curriculum focusing on hands-on experience and produces cultural
content that recognizes local features. It also expands opportunities
to mingle with residents by promoting various cultural events and
festivals.

This vear, the project will promote the establishment of a cultural
ecosystem in Ongnyeon-dong, recognizing that it holds the
most historical assets in Yeonsu-gu, including Songdo Seoksan
Mountain, Neungheodaeji, Songdo Kkotge (Blue Crab) Street,
Incheon City Museum, Songdo Station Market, Songdo Fishing
Village Society, Songdo Resort, and the former Songdo Station.
This project plans to form a cultural community with residents with
the potential to change and revitalize the region through various
cultural activities.

In addition, the Yeonsu Foundation for Arts & Culture promotes
projects like Gongsil Gongsil (transforming idle spaces into public
spaces), which discovers and culturally utilizes inactive areas
in the region, and Playleader, which adds cultural functions to
parks. Other examples include Art Ground Angol, the Big Smile
Project, and Yeonsu“C Festa. Art Ground Angol is connected to the
urban regeneration project of Angol Village. The Big Smile Project
expands the communication space between indigenous peoples
and migrants while increasing the cultural diversity of Hambak
Village. Yeonsu‘C Festa is a citizen-led platform festival. With this
full lineup of projects, the foundation is planning their continuous
promotion for the year ahead.

09 MAY 2022 VOL.313

Rediscovering Yeonsu

$52% ALY ALT AT FERIEL 7o
At Aol 1ol 2 Slelt B EEISot] B4,
Uro] Sk 5 olgAte] B WA AREA AET >

et g Mo 7 ATl glo] FANAHOR £

A}, 2ejelo @ dlofst 3 olgo] ZMsal A|TEA L5

o

o

ARgo| A R S S 911 T EE-S si 87 e FolE
a7fgteh, ‘oAl FHlel A =2 R, AH-EA WS
et Aok 9l 22192 6 PEoHE. SERs)
Agollal= 1 Aokl glof Fota eh A ol&-
St o] A= EEEA] 9

o] A$S 5% ol gqiin]
ke Wi,

Songdo Culture Salon (Winter-dong, Canal Walk, Songdo
2-dong) is a space open to all. Visitors can freely use the space
according to their purposes, such as for small meetings, living
and cultural club meetings, and one-day classes. The salon is

operated without an on-site staff to manage the space’s rental,
so reservations must be made online in order to utilize this
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Songdo Culture Salon,

a Cultural Space Open to All

ideal spot for community activities and open communication.
Lee Jina is the leader of Pulkkot Reading, a club that regularly uses
the Songdo Culture Salon. Lee said, “Our club has six members.
We first met through a parents’ reading group and later formed
our current reading club. Our members meet every week at the
Songdo Culture Salon to read books together and engage in
various activities related to reading.” Before using the salon,
Lee’s reading club mainly held their meetings at cafes. However,
they realized that this was not the best place to have their open
discussions. Moreover, meeting at cafes has become more difficult
due to COVID-19. Lee says that Songdo Culture Salon is perfect for
her club, as they no longer need to worry about those problems.
Lee also noted that, besides Pulkkot Reading, neighborhood
gatherings and other book clubs often use the salon, expressing
her wish for more such spaces to emerge.
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Songdo Culture Salon

Location : Room 153, Building 402, 87 Art Center-daero, Yeonsu-gu
Inquiries: Yeonsu Foundation for Arts & Culture & 070-4176-4100
Operating hours: 24/7

Reservations: Reservations can be made on Naver. (Apply at least one day
before the date of use. You can use it after receiving approval from the
person in charge.)
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Please join the Yeonsu Cultural City Center!
@ I4-B5IRHH SM|0]X| - YSFAC Website
http:/ /ysfac.or.kr/user/contents. php?sq=60
m LB ZAISZ T - YSFAC Official Blog
https://blog.naver.com/ysfac

ﬁ S5 AMIE] B|O|AL - Cultural City Center Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/culturalcity.YSFAC

23T A|MIE| QIAELT2H - Cultural City Center Instagram Page
https://www.instagram.com/culturalcity_ys
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Songdo 4-dong Administrative Welfare Center
A New Space for Customized Education and
Relaxation for Residents
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Plus Zoom-In

For the past two years, Songdo 4-dong Administrative
Welfare Center had been using a small space provided in
a shopping mall for its services. In mid-March, the local
center finally resolved this inconvenience by moving into
a newly built office building. Let’s take a look around the
new Songdo 4-dong Administrative Welfare Center as it
gears up for future projects in its new home.
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Songdo 4-dong Administrative Welfare Center
Boasts a Panoramic View and
State-of-the-Art Facilities

The construction of the Songdo 4-dong Administrative
Welfare Center, located opposite Yesong Elementary School
at 79 Convensia-daero252beon-gil, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon,
began in June 2020 and was completed in February 2022.
With a total floor area of 4,477.7m, the building consists
of two basement levels and five floors above ground. The
parking lot occupies the first and second basement levels,
while the civil service room is on the first floor. In the higher
portion of the building, the second to fifth floors offer a book
cafe, several lecture rooms, GX rooms, a cooking classroom,
barista room, auditorium, and rooftop garden. In addition,
the center also provides external parking in a large above-
ground lot next to the building for visitors” convenience.

In particular, the center’s cooking classroom and barista
room proudly present excellent facilities to rival those of
specialized commercial stores. In addition, the center was
built in a location that faces Incheon Art Center, with the
added bonus of the lake and sea that are simply wonderful
to look at. At the book cafe on the second floor, you can
spend a relaxing time reading while enjoying the panoramic
view and bright and comfortable interior elements.
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Diverse and Fruitful Citizen Autonomous
Programs with a Wider Range of Choices

The Songdo 4-dong Administrative Welfare Center has
opened 26 programs for the second quarter (April to
June), including those in lifetime sports (yoga, dance, and
SNPE upright spine exercise), cultural leisure (calligraphy,
wildflower embroidery, crochet class, and food illustration),
languages, and music programs. Various programs also
cater to senior citizens, such as the Brain Health Project
or Fusion Janggu Program. Meanwhile, kids are invited to
participate in Kids Violin, Ballet Fit for Children, Creative
Writing, and Entry & Al

Park Geun-ok shared her experience of her seven-year—
old son’s Kids Violin classes. Revealing her satisfaction,
Park said, “I had watched the center go up with interest
and applied for the program as soon as it opened. It is
nice to have good classes and enjoy a taste of culture with
my child so close to home.” Moreover, resident Kim Bo-
gyeong also expressed her own expectations, saying,
“I registered for violin classes for my son who had been
learning the violin in his elementary school ensemble.”
Secretary Lee Hyang-sook of the Citizens Autonomous
Committee is in charge of the Songdo 4-dong
Administrative Welfare Center’s autonomous programs.
Speaking about the center, Secretary Lee said, “Before
we moved into our new building, we operated a visiting
cultural center, moving around between different
apartment complexes. Now we can further focus on the
quality of our programs here.” She also added details on
the center’s plans, saying, “We are conducting a program-
demand survey to actively reflect our residents’ needs.
Based on the survey results, we will expand the range of
quality programs.”
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Songdo 4-dong Village Broadcasting Station
Scheduled to Open in July

Songdo 4-dong plans to build a village media platform where anyone can
create and spread content. The Village Broadcasting Station will be set up
in Room 206 (area 43.22 m) on the second floor of the Songdo 4-dong
Administrative Welfare Center. It is expected that this broadcasting station
will help restore the functions of the village community and strengthen
residents’ autonomous power. The station will start with basic construction
in April and will collect residents’” opinions relating to establishing the
station’s operation plan in May. The opening of the station is scheduled for
July. The Songdo 4-dong Administrative Welfare Center will continue to
develop in the future, opening various channels and communicating with
residents.
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Songdo 4-dong Administrative Welfare Center
79 Convensia-daero252beon-gil, Yeonsu-gu

& 032-749-6850
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Things You Didn't Know
about Flowers
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Even a single flower is enough for you to fully enjoy
spring with all five senses. Blossoms of all kinds of
lovely shapes and colors embroider the streets to
beautify the cityscape and breathe life into the weary
hearts of passersby. Flowers also hold meanings that
make the moment of gifting a bouquet even more
memorable. Check out some valuable facts about
flowers that make them all the more pleasing.
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Written and Photographed by Choi Yoo-jung, Yeonsu
Hanmadang Reporter
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Red Carnations
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Domestic carnations mainly have crimson
petals and pale green sepals. The stalks have
many traces of cutting side branches. The
leaves are usually cut off.
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The petals are crimson, and the sepals are
dark green. The leaves are usually large

=AMo|ct E7|of
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The petals are crimson, and the sepals are
green. The stems have no sign of cutting side
branches. The leaves are usually small and
short.
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Pale Pink Carnations
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These carnations have a strong white tint. The
first nodes below the sepals are short - about

2 cm. The stalks have many traces of cutting
side branches and have five or more nodes.

Jodbx|
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These carnations have a deep pint tint. The
first nodes below the sepals are about 4

D} HIRoiLE 2HE HET(Q
HOLE7} 5em LHelz 2ot E7(of 27t
XIS AHE EX0| gitt &7/9| O] =
471 O[SiC.

Above the sepals, the look is similar to
domestic carnations, but the first nodes
below the sepals are longer (about 5 cm).
The stalks with four or fewer nodes show no
cut-off lateral branches.

Great Tips for a Better Life

Het 2 FH|o|M
Purple and Pink Carnations

7t27t Uk
These light pink petals have a dark purple
edge. The first nodes below the sepals are

short - less than 1 cm. You can see white
powder on the dark green sepals.

22 SIMol| 770 ZHEARR() B2
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The primary color of the petals is close to
white, with a wide bright purple edge. The

upper part of the sepals is yellowish and
withered.

HEE £ 72 0 &2 HatM 7t
QAT ZREIH S| AO| A Ol |7} 3~4cmE
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The pale pink petals have light purple edges.
The first nodes below the sepals are 3 to
4 c¢m long. The upper part of the sepals is

yellowish and withered and doesn’t show
any white powder.
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Guidance on Covid-19 vaccine booster shots
for foreigners staying in South Korea

Make sure you are fully vaccinated with booster shots for everyone’s
safety. Parents need to get vaccinated in order to keep their children
safe.

» Who should get a booster?

Everyone 18 years and older can get a booster at least three months
after completing your primary Covid—19 vaccination series

Those who received a Janssen Covid-19 vaccine should receive a
booster shot at least 2 months after receiving their primary shot.

» How can | get a booster shot?
Scheduling your booster shot online
Set up an appointment (http://ncvr.kdca.go.kr)

You can set up an appointment or get your booster shot right away
by searching the remaining Covid-19 vaccine doses on Naver or
Kakao Talk.

Make an appointment by phone (possible to make an appointment
for yourself and on behalf of another person)

Yeonsu-gu Community Health
Center Call Center (& 032-749-
8910)

» Preparing for vaccination

Bring your alien registration card
Unregistered foreigners — Bring
the temporary number issued by
the Community Health Center and
your passport
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