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The City’s Revitalization! Yeonsu-gu's Enhanced Beauty through
Landscape Improvement Projects

HRU0[2k= HOJ7t UL} R0l SHKI= Q4 0[2H= KO =, AFOILE AE2| 212, 2/
OflM = 54 i O|0|X[S 2|D[StC. 0Z40] RZ = ACLE THA| Ry 2Eet el 2ltE

KT}, =A| OJO|X| = ORMZERICE, EA|Qf HQI2 Al HA|IE TESH= KTVt EIC) Chet

B MO R OFSHAT EEA| Dl2te] HEE Yol JT. @ =Sk KT HY|IE WSl A2 AN EA Yeonsu-gu has been working on revamping the streets with its
We are all aware of the term ‘first impression,’ and we define a first impression as 'the Upgraded Signs to Create Attractive sign maintenance Project. As part of t, the Yeonsu-gu recently
initial impression on the first encounter and forms a mental image of a person or an Shopping Malls completed the project to improve not only Poonglim Second
object from the appearances.’ The impact of a first impression may differ but its imprint Apartment Shopping District but also Cheonghak-dong Shopping
that perception leaves in their mind can be long-lasting. The same may be said for cities. AT Z T 7Hro] o} 2T A 7] 24 ARele] egto. District. In collaboration with the active cooperation of local
The first impression of a city is likely to be the yardstick for judging how you feel about 2 228} Fe] 23} ofulE AIe) HBHE AL} o1e] 7] business associ.atiorjs,' Yec?nsu-gu encouraged' the storeowners
it in. general. Meet Yeonsu-gu, a district whic.h, through various landscape improvement M AopS Shmch. 2|0 AP E]e] Mae] Fol tg oygrhaul their emstmg illegal or .outdated signs that severely
projects, has fast become a much more beautiful area than ever. Q ) - . diminished the aesthetics of the city, and has replaced three-
BES dof TS Aok 7€ = =8 4 dimensional LED signs for them that better match with the

7F 21l sl AR RIS fieskal, A7 Al EAe characteristics of the shopping street.
k= Qg LED 7Hio.2 WA Au[gict, This district venture was carried out on 22 stores in the Poonglim
EZw 23] 03] olulE A7) 227)] A4S} HsHE A7) 72 Second apartment complex in Dongchun-dong and 72 stores
7N 27} chato] SUT) AR7E EAle]| uk= olA|8 [ED 7 in the Cheonghak-dong shopping district. The installation of
m A2 Ea Tha Akt A AL A, three-dimensional LED signboards is intended to convey the
O m X161 AR SBASE 7|olat 202 7|5t ok 7F uniqueness of each shopping street and is expected to improve
= v the somewhat dishevelled atmosphere while contributing to the
O T 7gH| 2 AR g o] 2% ATl Wt el B A revitalization of the local economy. Why not try checking out the
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Underpasses in More Colors and Lights
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Completed in December 1998, the 23-year-old Seonhak
Underground Road is starting to show the wear and tear with
the passage of time. With no notable features to speak of and an
ever increasing amount of traffic, Seonhak Underpass had never
been particularly memorable. Yeonsu-gu carried out a project
to reinvigorate the scenery surrounding the entrance to the
underpass by applying color and light. A new exterior including the
revitalized underpass adds a beautiful piece to the city’s image.

In the past, the entrance to Seonhak Underpass was dark
and dingy. This exterior improvement project applied the
representative colors of Incheon(the new town area) to the upper
part of the entrance and furnished the underpass with a large sign
displaying its name. These LED lights at night increase the visibility
of the entrance not to mention illuminate the desolate night
streets in the surrounding area. This lighting also allows drivers to
enjoy the bright and refreshing underpass both in the day and at
night. If you ever get a chance to pass Seonhak Underpass, it might
be interesting to compare the changes, before and after.
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A Mural Brightens Your Heart and Neighborhood!
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On entering Biryu Village in Yeonsu 1-dong, we are greeted by a
mural illustrating the story of Biryu (Jumongs son in Goguryeo),
who settled in Yeonsu-gu and the march of Baekje envoys.

The mural was found intact, painted on an old and neglected
retaining wall. Given the tumultuous past surrounding the wall
it has endured numerous accidents and incidents. Naturally,
there were frequent complaints from residents. The residents
proposed a project to improve the environment and directly
participated in working on the mural painting. The finished
mural exudes an inviting and warm atmosphere to the town.
Furthermore, this mural depicts the history of Yeonsu-gu in an
easy-to-understand manner, so families with children can enjoy
learning about the history of the district.
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Strengthening the City Brand of Yeonsu-gu for Global Education

University Lettering Sculpture Installation Project
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Yeonsu-gu is home to several leading universities (seven domestic
and four international campuses). The prominence of this
educational environment imbues the residence of Songdo with
great pride, however this may not be well known to residents of
other regions. In order to promote Songdo's value as a global
educational city, Yeonsu-gu has established University Identities
(Uls) at the Campus Town Station of Songdo International Bridge
as a symbolic educational gateway to the world. These sculptures
were set up in hope of imprinting the image of Songdo as a global
educational city to those who pass through the bridge when
entering or leaving Songdo International City.

Some travel agencies and international study preparation
programs visit universities to help students explore their
opportunities and further their careers. One perk is that students
who visit Yeonsu-gu can explore 11 universities at once without
having to travel to other regions. Yeonsu-gu has an excellent
educational infrastructure allowing students to learn about the
characteristics of each school and tour the campuses.
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Pier Color Design Making the City More Vibrant
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Yeonsu-gu finalized the designing and coloration project of 10
piers, including Songdo International Bridge (Songdo 1 Bridge)
and Convensia Bridge (Songdo 2 Bridge). The pier’s color design
project has transformed the dark and dreary undercarriage of the
bridges into a vibrant and lively space.

Generally speaking, piers are uninspiring places composed of
drab concrete columns which support the main structure of a
bridge. Yeonsu-gu transformed this dull space into a space full of
emotions by painting story-inspired colors and light. This project
symbolized the diversification of new ideas and illustrates how a
city can express itself in various ways.

Yeonsu-gu conducted the inaugural coloration project for
Gyeongwon Overpass and Dongchun Overpass in February 2019,
with the second project for Yeonsu Overpass and the stairs at the
entrance of the Hambak Village in June 2019. For the third project,
Yeonsu-gu improved the color of the environment of the original
urban center by reflecting the image of a beautiful city utilizing the
10 colors that represent Incheon. The colorful piers of Yeonsu-gu
will bring more joy to drivers passing by Yeonsu-gu.
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Culture and Your Everyday Life as One!
‘Art Plug Yeonsu,” Artist in Residency
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Imagine that, while strolling around in your neighborhood, you can stop by a cultural
space full of wonderful pieces of art. It will surely impact the quality of your life. Mental
enrichment and satisfaction are not obtained from material things. Culture that permeates
everyday life may seem insignificant, but it gives a certain sense of happiness.
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Delight in Encountering with the Unexpected

“What a surprise to find this space here!” It may be your first reaction when you
come across this place. Walk up the hill of Ongnyeon-dong, Yeonsu-gu, where
restaurants and residential houses co-exist. You will encounter an unexpected
space that opened less than a month ago: ‘Art Plug Yeonsu, Artist in Residency.’
Artist residencies provide artists to freely engage in their creative projects and
find opportunities for growth through communicative and cooperative activities.
Upon opening, Art Plug Yeonsu held its first exhibition of eight resident
artists. Celebrating the opening of Art Plug Yeonsu, this exhibition consisted
of the introduction of the creative work of six artists and project pre-research
conducted by two project artist teams.

While special exhibitions convey specific artistic trends and themes, previews
focus on individual artists’ tendencies and directions of work. Art Plug Yeonsu’s
exhibition space is structured in a slanted form, enabling visitors to experience
the expansion and concentration of sights. In this exhibition, you will enjoy
the resident artists” contemporary perspectives and aesthetics from various
concepts, such as flat, three-dimensional, multi-dimensional arts, and videos.
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Recycled and Value-added Usage of a Space

The building of Art Plug Yeonsu was formerly Gachon
Human Resources Development, which fostered the
highest-level medical professionals in Incheon. When this
institution was closed, the existence of this building was
forgotten in the citizens” memory. Fortunately, the building
has had a chance to be brought back to life. Thanks to
the agreement between Yeonsu-gu and Gachon Cultural
Foundation, the building has been made available to lease
for ten years to revive it to a new entity. Yeonsu Foundation
for Arts & Culture has transformed this place into an artistic
creation space where you can experience contemporary art
trends.

From the second half of 2020, the masterplan for full-scale
remodeling and design work was prepared to transform
this building into an artistic space. There are currently
about 150 artist residencies in Korea. Operated by public
institutions, these spaces tend to be rather standardized.
Overcoming the limitations of existent residencies, Art Plug
Yeonsu tries to develop Yeonsu-gu's special assets and
financial resources to demonstrate its own cultural identity.
To this end, Yeonsu-gu adopts the external advice regarding
the operation and business of this artist residency and
continues to listen to the artists” opinions. In addition, the
2021 pilot residency artist program is expected to provide
opportunities for various experiments concerning the
operation of Art Plug in the future.

®

OIEE2{1 ¢4~ Art Plug Yeonsu

QITZA| St HE2101812 33

33, Cheongnyang-ro 101beon-gil, Yeonsu-gu
a 070-4466-1665

www.ysfac.or.kr
www.instagram.com/artplug_yeonsu

Art Plug Yeonsu also runs a residency for planners. This
program aims to strengthen the network with the art
ecosystem as well as planning on organic businesses,
including operation of creative art spaces and cultural
and artistic education. While inducing the circulation
and feedback of artistic activities through these various
experiments, Yeonsu-gu plans to carry out a project to
modernize the cultural assets in the district.

In addition, Yeonsu-gu is also planning programs to engage
residents through cultural communication. At the end of
November, Yeonsu-gu plans to host an art docent program
and multi-art performance. Programs scheduled for
January and February 2022 include an exhibition to report
the performances achieved by the pilot resident artists and
a talk show with the artists and critics.

Art Plug Yeonsu is open to anyone. Feel free to stop by and
appreciate the works created by the resident artists. You
are free to enjoy the art at no admission fee! it is free! In this
unconstrained space, artists realize their dreams through

creative activities, and visitors share and appreciate their
contemporary art. This creative space does not require you
to dress up or travel far to meet the art. This space has been
prepared so art and culture can penetrate deeply into your
everyday lives with no efforts on your end.
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What's the first thing that comes to mind when

seeing the space outside of the subway station
or a community service center? Even though
these areas are often frequented by visitors, they
serve the citizens as no more than mere ‘vacant’
spaces. Yeonsu-gu has endeavored to transform
the landscape by adding ‘culture’ to these
underutilized areas. Let’s explore several examples
of how Yeonsu-gu has been transforming these
neglected areas to become the vibrant and
versatile art and culture hubs they are today.

As underpasses and sidewalks age they lead to increasing health and
safety risks, as well as accidents. However, there are instances where these
underpasses have been renovated as culture and convenience hubs for
residents. One of them is the underground walkway of Yeonsu Overpass.
The end of 2020 welcomed the opening of 507 Cultural Bunker’, a Life and
Culture Center which had been losing the interest of residents in the past few
years. Another example is the Azalea Living Culture Center built at Cheonghak
Underpass in front of Cheonghak Middle School. Opened in 2017, the
center has become a public facility for the expediency of the residents living
there. In compliance with the downgraded restriction levels of the COVID-19
preventive social distancing, they now offer residents’ small group activities
in addition to providing space for various cultural activities, including
performance practice rooms, multi-purpose rooms, and soundproof booths.

(1

Transformation of space with added meanings
Culture and arts planted in a former empty space
in the neighborhood

5072317 MeESIE
507 Cultural Bunker Life and Culture Center

Gt FobE 507, A3 651 A SH4=117 s K|St =

. - between 507, Cheonghak-dong, and, 651, Yeonsu-dong,
=. X O X AS (s

=2 A HRE daettg 7kt Underground walkway of Yeonsu Overpass

Written and Photographed by RIS SIMIE]

Choi Yoo-jung, Yeonsu Hanmadang Reporter Azalea Living Culture Center

A Foks 507 MstEstu o X5k e

Underpass in front of Cheonghak Middle School, 507
Cheonghak-dong, Yeonsu-gu
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The current Songdo 5-dong Community Service Center is scheduled to have moved

into a new office building by 2024. Even though it is currently in a temporary location,
the center does not make any compromises relating to the convenience of the Yeonsu-
gu’s residents. One example is its Smart Library, which has been open since June.
The Smart Library is available 24/7 which has been widely welcomed by residents
who have difficulty accessing public libraries during the day. Residents can use the
library machine (book dispenser) to borrow or retum books at their own convenience.
Utilizing the Integrated Membership of Yeonsu Public Libraries the patron can borrow
up to three books for up to 15 days. A smart library has also been installed in a vacant
plot of land in front of the Songdo 4-dong Community Service Center. Residents can
now conveniently borrow books from the center in close proximity to their homes
without the hassle of having to travel great distances to visit public libraries.
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The surrounding streets of Woninjae Station have now become an exhibition space for public
artwork for all to enjoy. Departing at this station, take Exit 2 and turn towards the Trekking
Routes. You will be welcomed by an impressive new installation as if you were at a small
outdoor art gallery. The installation, titled ‘Jingu’, draws your attention to a boy who is waiting
for his train. Before eventually being transferred to its current location, installation was placed at
the Museum of Songdo Station after being created as part of a public art project by the Yeonsu
Foundation for Arts & Culture. Seemingly waiting for someone to sit next to him, stripped of his
shoes, the boy is wearing pink socks and earmuffs, which obviously have been put on by some
viewers. You can also enjoy reading the stories of the merchants who have been doing business
since 1960s at the Songdo Station Market, and perhaps try sitting next to the boy and taking
some pictures with him for your memorable moment.
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